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SPORT

Will Chisholm guided his Colts
0ld Boys Reserves to the Herts
Ad Intermediate Cup witha3-2
win over the fancied Blacksmiths.

Blacksmiths’ possessional
dominance was obvious from the
start and Colts found themselves
under immediate pressure. But
dogged yet organised defending
denied Blacksmiths, with Adam
Roche making two excellent saves
in the first half.

From one of many defensive
phases of play Colts counter-
attacked to take the lead through
Sam Spranger.

Stung Blacksmiths renewed
their inspired wing play, but the
Colts defence held firm, with luck,
good positional play and timely
interceptions ensuring their
efforts went unrewarded.

Against the run of play the OBs
increased their lead from a superb
Ollie Lacey free-kKick but sensing
an upset, Blacksmiths redoubled
their efforts and in pressing the
play scored two goals from Jake
Smith and Nathan Lock to level.

Sensing either a late winner or
the resolve to force the game into
extra time Blacksmiths continued
their offensive play.

Unfortunately for them an 88th
minute counter attack punished
the overstretched Blacksmiths
defence as Colts’ late substitute
Jay Loader scored the third goal;
which proved decisive.

An excellent game where two
contrasting styles of play — one
enterprising play, the other robust
defending with quick counter
attacks - provided a final worthy
of everything the Herts Advertiser
League promotes in grassroots
football.

Brookmans Park came up
against their biggest test of the
Premier Division season against
Skew Bridge and were well in the
game after taking the lead and
equalising at 2-2, a brace of Adam
Davies headers had done the
damage.

Skew however, were able to
shuffle their pack and made some
strong substitutions, which led to
them catching Park on the break
and running out 6-2 victors. Their
goals came from Ben Warren (4),
Mark Hitchcock and Robert
Walker.

AFC London Road put in a good
display when defeating Hilltop 4-2.
Goals came from the outstanding.
Dan McCafferty, James Todd (2)
and Jon Clements. Hilltop, who
put up a good performance, saw
Calvin Edwards score twice.

Phoenix won their second
league game with an impressive
6-1 win against a disorganised
Blackberry Jacks side.

Phoenix marksmen were Ally
Hill and Darren Cavaree with two
apiece and singles by Jack Taylor
and Daniel Johnson. Jack Nevin
was their top player. Anthony
Simms replied for the Jacks.

A good performance all round
by FC Welwyn saw them beat
Division One rivals Verulam Old
Boys, who made it tough in the
first half,

FC Welwyn went 2-1 up just
before half time and it could have
been seven or eight on another day
if it wasn’t for a top performance
from the Verulam keeper.

Colts Old Boys Reserves lift
Intermediate Cup silverware

Goals came from Matty Standen
(2), Craig Arnott and Nathan
Isherwood, while man of the
match was Jack Hurd for another
solid performance at the back.

Goals by Brad Heaps, Ben
Starnes, and Robert Bennett plus
a starring performance by Perry
Smith-Aitchison gave BWSC a fine
4-0 win against Harpenden Colts.

Hilltop Res started well against
Borehamwood Rovers as both
teams played some great football.

Rovers took the lead through
Lewis Achara-Pett but Hilltop
were back in it with a header from
Jamie Aquilina.

Borehamwood dominated the
last 20 minutes to win 6-2 with a
Jack Skinner hat-trick, Louie
Lobjoit double and Mehmet Ismail
single.

Little Heath took their fourth
place from AFC Mymms in
Division Two after defeating them
3-0 with goals from Elliott DSouza,
Spencer Hunt and Nick Baker.
Patrick Dawson-Goodey was their
man of the match.

Welwyn Warriors came back
from lockdown with a bang,
racing into a 3-0 first-half lead as
Steve Mee led the charge but Oaks
rallied and pulled one back before
the break.

Jonny Cross -Hackett was
brilliant when coming off the
bench and helped the hosts go
further ahead as an open second
half led to lots more goals in a
final 7-2 scoreline.

Wheathampstead ‘89 put in an
excellent performance when
holding league leaders, Player
Packs to a 2-2 draw. Goals came
from Lee Bennett and Ross Evans
with Dan Hathaway their top

Colts Old Boys Reserves celebrate with the Herts Ad Intermediate Cup after beating Blacksmiths.

Tom Marino receives the cup from Peter

Fisher. Picture: BRIAN HUBBALL
player. Packs goals came from
Tom Middleditch and an own goal.
Steve O’Reilly picked up their top
player award.

Wheathampstead Wanderers
put in a good performance to
overcome Hanburys 4-2 and move
up to a mid-table position in
Division Three.

Star man Frankie Buckler
netted a brace with Nick Casade
and Mali Dunshe adding singles
as Michael Sinnot and star man
James Lynch replied for
Hanburys.

Phoenix Res could only muster
a single goal when going down 5-1
against leaders Forza Watford.

Second-placed Wrestlers picked
up three valuable points when
defeating Marshalswick Rovers
6-3 in Division Four.

Top player Dan Hedges scored
his second hat-trick of the season
along with singles from Joe
Swadling, Shaun Murphy and an

own goal.

Royston Rangers Res picked up
their second win, defeating
Hatfield Seniors 2-1 with goals
from Ashley Kingston and Dan
Moss. Keeper Andy Cordwell put
in a top performance.

Hatfield Seniors completed the
double over Welwyn Warriors Res
in a 4-1 win thanks to goals from
Curtis Warner (2), Michael Curtis
and Henry Peters. Dan Davis was
outstanding.

Ryan Spencer replied for
Welwyn Warriors Res and Josh
Carter put in a good display.

St Albans Warriors recorded
their first league win, defeating
Phoenix A’ 2-0 with goals from the
outstanding Simon Edwards and
Jason Nicolaou.

Jason Lohan was outstanding
for Phoenix.

This Sunday (December 13) sees
the league stage two cup finals at
London Colney’s ground.

The Herts Ad Knockout Cup
final between Blackberry Jacks
and Skew Bridge kicks off at
10am, before the Herts Ad Junior
Cup final at 2pm between
Harpenden Colts Res and Welwyn
Warriors Res.

Results (Sunday December 6)

Premier Division: AFC London Road 5 Hilltop 2,
Blackberry Jacks 1 Phoenix 6, Brookmans Park 2
Skew Bridge 6.

Division One: FC Welwyn 4 Verulam Qld Boys 1,
Harpenden Colts OB O BWSC 4, Hilltop Res 2
Borehamwood Rovers 6.

Division Two: AFC Mymms O Little Heath 3, Welwyn
Warriors 7 Oaks 2, Wheathampstead ‘89 2 Player
Packs 2.

Division Three: Mermaid v Royston Rangers, Phoenix
Res 1 Forza Watford 5, Wheathampstead Wanderers
4 Hanburys 2.

Division Four: The Wrestlers 6 Marshalswick Rovers
3, Royston Rangers Res 2 Hatfield Mosquito 1, St
Albans Warriors 2 Phoenix A O, Welwyn Warriors Res
1 Hatfield Seniors 4.

Herts Advertiser Intermediate Cup Final:
Blacksmiths 2 Harpenden Colts OB Res 3.
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. Football

A multi-million-pound plan
has beenlaunched to help
“unlock the power of football
pitches in England” and allow
more people to play the game
as well as “improving their
physical and mental health,
empowering young people
and strengthening
communities”.

Every area in the country has a
plan to enable investment in
football facilities to be
accurately targeted, identifying
priority projects.

The plan, with guidance from
local partners, has developed a
list of high-level projects for
potential investment. Each is
aligned to investment priorities
set out in the National Football
Facilities Strategy, which
include thousands of new 3G
football-turf pitches and
improved natural-turf pitches.

For St Albans this means a
proposal of 21 priority projects.
The report said: “The strength
of football in St Albans has
been club growth and
development. This had led to
five clubs having more than 20
teams and it is recommended
that it is further encouraged.

“There are issues, one of
which is the conversion rate for
male and female youth players
into adult teams. It is therefore
recommended future football
development priorities for St
Albans are to increase the
number of adult male and
female teams and support the
transition of youth players into
adult football, increase the
range of recreational
programmes and provision of
activities for those with a
disability, through increase in
the number of teams or
recreational opportunity.”

The plan saw a shortfall of
four full-size 3G football-turf
pitches, 41 improved grass
pitches, seven changing rooms
or clubhouses and six small-
sided facilities. Redbourn
Leisure Centre, Harvesters FC,
Wheathampstead 3G project,
the central St Albans 3G project
and Harpenden Town’s home at
Rothamsted Park are seen as
possible sites for 3G pitches.

Ten of 20 “key grass pitch
sites”, the equivalent of 41 full-
time pitches, have been
prioritised for improvement
work: Redbourn Leisure
Centre, Highfield Park, Morris
Playing Fields, Nicholas
Breakspear High School,
Rothamsted Park, Shenley Lane
Playing Fields, Marford Field
in Wheathampstead, Samuel
Ryder Academy, Toulmin Drive
and Butterfield Playing Fields.

Highfield Park, Samuel Ryder
and Rothamsted Park are on a
list of places that need new
clubhouse or changing room
provision, with refurbishment
needed at Harvesters, Morris,
Marford and Butterfield fields.




